Leh Wi Learn Secondary Grade Learning Assessment 
Background
Leh wi Learn, formerly called the Sierra Leone Secondary Education Improvement Programme (SSEIP), is a five-year (2016-2021) UKaid-funded programme aimed at supporting the Sierra Leone Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE) to achieve sustained improvements in girls’ education and secondary grade learning outcomes. One of the channels through which Leh wi Learn will do this is through improved monitoring, research, and learning from evidence. In this regard, Leh Wi Learn conducts a series of annual secondary grade learning assessments (SGLA) designed and implemented by Leh wi Learn’s monitoring, evidence and research workstream in close collaboration with MBSSE. This workstream is managed by Oxford Policy Management (OPM), drawing on inputs of subcontractors both globally and in Sierra Leone.
The first round, SGLA 1 (2017), was carried out in all four regions of Sierra Leone in the months of May and June 2017. Its objective was to provide MEST and other education sector stakeholders with robust baseline information of nationally- and regionally-representative data on the status of learning and teaching in secondary grades, and track these annually for progress. This survey covered 400 JSS and SSS schools, and provided a range of indicators on pupil learning levels, teaching and supervision practices, girls’ safety in school, and the schooling experience of pupils with disabilities.
The second round of the survey, SGLA 2 (2018) collected similar information on pupil learning levels in English literacy and basic numeracy in JSS2 and SSS2 grades, teaching (including the use of lesson plans) and supportive supervision practices in schools, girls safety and the schooling experience of pupils with disabilities. However, unlike the SGLA 1 which had nationally- and regionally-representative results, the level of disaggregation for the SGLA 2 went one step deeper to explore district level trends as well. It covered 700 JSS and SSS schools. This was be reflected in the sample selection, fieldwork, analysis and reporting processes. 
Centre for Economic and Social Policy Analysis (CESPA) assisted OPM in conducting the national survey for the SGLA 1 & 2. The key responsibilities of CESPA were: 
1. Recruited appropriate numbers of researchers and coordinators for training and delivery of SGLA 1 & 2 fieldwork
2. Provision of key personnel (full time from 15th April to 30 June 2019) including
a. Fieldwork management
b. Coordinate logistics
c. Manage IT and data management aspects
d. Provide administrative support 
e. Provide any additional functions deemed necessary by OPM
3. Organised survey training sessions for regional coordinators and supervisors;
4. Organised the surveys training and pilot in early May for enumerators, supervisors, and coordinators. 
5. Organised and managed SGLA 1 & 2 fieldwork in 400 and 700 JSS and Senior Secondary schools, respectively
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